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CHEPYNG WALDEN
A Late Medieval Small Town

Saffron Walden 1438-1490

Elizabeth Allan
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This landmark volume offers a unique and
detailed portrait of Saffron Walden at the
time when it was still known as Chepyng (or
Market) Walden.  The author vividly brings
to life the town as it grew and changed
almost six centuries ago, leaving a legacy we
still enjoy today. This was the dynamic
period when  the magnificent church was being built, there was a rich cultural life,
sophisticated trading patterns and saffron was becoming an important crop. A remarkable
and scholarly book, fully illustrated in colour, it is destined to become a classic reference
for everyone with an interest in medieval town life and society, and particularly in the
history of Saffron Walden, one of the finest market towns in Essex.

Elizabeth Allan
Elizabeth Allan is a former town planner with a particular interest in the evolution of towns
in Britain and elsewhere in Europe. After joining the Centre for English Local History at
the University of Leicester, she was awarded a doctorate for her thesis on Walden in the
15th century, on which this book is based. In 2014 she supported the celebrations of  the
500th anniversary of Walden’s Charter by researching and writing The Saffron Walden
Charter, 1514.

SWHS Publications are sponsored by the Saffron Walden Historical Society, publishers
of the Saffron Walden Historical Journal and aim to bring into the public domain work of
original research relating to the history of Saffron Walden and north-west Essex. 
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